The Second " Lusitania " Crisis
conflict with us was past.. The popular saying in America is
that Wilson has a single-line brain and only deals with one matter
at a time. Moreover, out of regard for the state of public feel-
ing in the country the President wanted to take each political
step without being openly coerced by us. It is not my intention
to defetid Mr. Wilson's conception of neutrality to-day, after
I have opposed it for years, but I will only attempt, without any
personal ill-will, to contribute to Klio's work of discovering the
real truth. To me personally the matter of paramount interest
to-day, as at that time, is not what Mr. Wilson did or did not
do, but the question what we ought to have done in the interest
of Germany.
I shall often have to return to the developments which, after
the 3ist January, 1917, made the President our open enemy.
If we wish to be lovers of truth we must distinguish sharply
between the two periods before and after the 3ist January >
1917. It is certain that Mt. Wilson was never even near to
being pro-German. By descent, education and training he
was unconsciously much too much under the English influence
already mentioned. But until the sist January, 1917, the
President had striven to be. neutral. All his speeches testify
to this. No un-neutral remark of Mr. Wilson, even in private,
has ever reached my ears. He always resisted the pressure of
the Entente party, in spite of the fact that he was almost entirely
surrounded by anti-Germans. The only one I could mention
whose advice to the President was always definitely neutral
was Mr. House. For the rest, in the east of the United States
we found ourselves morally in an enemy country. Every
neutral step taken by Mr. Wilson was immediately hailed as
" pro-German/* For instance, I am convinced that the President
could never have carried out the threat contained in the final
clause of the Memorandum of the i8th January. Gradually
all the Entente merchantmen were armed. If these were to
be treated in American ports as auxiliary cruisers the whole of
Americ'an commerce would of necessity have come to a stand-
still, for it was already suffering seriously from lack of freight
space. The Entente knew exactly how much value all
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